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Dr. T.S. Surendran
Chairman

As we present this year's Activity Report, I look back with 

satisfaction at what we have achieved together. The 

inauguration of the dedicated Uvea and Glaucoma floors 

marks an important step in strengthening our clinical services 

and our commitment to providing specialised eye care. Every 

milestone in this report represents the combined efforts of our 

doctors, nurses, researchers, faculty, administrative staff and 

every member of the Sankara Nethralaya family.

While we take pride in these achievements, our work is far from 

complete. The coming years will see us embark on Project 

Agastya, one of the most significant initiatives in the 

institution's history. It reflects our determination to reach 

more people, strengthen education and research, and ensure 

that quality eye care remains accessible to those who need it 

most. I look forward to seeing this vision take shape with the 

support of everyone associated with Sankara Nethralaya.

I offer my sincere thanks to our donors, philanthropic partners 

and well-wishers for standing by us year after year. Your 

generosity has enabled us to grow while remaining true to our 

founding mission of service. I also thank our patients for the 

trust they continue to place in us, and every member of our 

institution whose dedication and compassion make Sankara 

Nethralaya what it is today.
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Dr. Girish Shiva Rao
President

Every year leaves us with something to reflect on. For me, this 

year reinforced a simple belief that an institution can grow only 

when every part of it grows together. I am happy to see that 

happen at Sankara Nethralaya.

Sankara Nethralaya stands on four pillars: patient care, 

community service, education & training, and research. This 

year, I saw each one become a little stronger. The new Uvea 

and Glaucoma consultation floors, renovated Oculoplasty, 

Neurophthalmology and Low Vision clinics and the work that 

has begun on Project Agastya in Tondiarpet, will help us care 

for more patients in the years ahead. The proposed additional 

floor for Modular OT complex at our Aditya Birla Sankara 

Nethralaya Mukundpur facility and ESO Optometry College 

and residential block at Kamalnayan Bajaj Sankara Nethralaya 

New Town,  will provide further impetus to quality education 

and clinical services at our Kolkata facilities.  The new Mobile 

Eye Surgical Unit in Ettayapuram and the Occupational 

Optometry Service in Kolkata have taken us closer to 

communities that often remain outside the reach of 

specialised eye care. The surgical simulation suite has 

changed the way our students learn vitreoretinal and cataract 

surgery, giving them an opportunity to practise before they 

enter the operating theatre. And when four of our faculty 

members were recognised among the world's top 2% 

researchers by Elsevier and Stanford University, it felt like an 

acknowledgement of the years they have devoted to asking 

better questions and finding better answers.

None of this belongs to one department or one individual. It 

belongs to everyone who comes to work here each day with a 

sense of purpose. To our doctors, nurses, faculty, researchers, 

technicians, students and staff, thank you for everything you 

do. And to our donors, thank you for believing in us. 

Institutions like ours grow because people choose to believe in 

them. We never take that trust for granted.
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Mr. G. Ramachandran
Honorary Secretary

The year under review has been an active and eventful one for 

Sankara Nethralaya, marked by several initiatives and 

developments that have strengthened our institution and 

enhanced our ability to serve patients and communities. While 

some of these advancements have been visible through 

expanded services, infrastructure and outreach activities, 

many others have taken place behind the scenes, reinforcing 

the systems and processes that support our work every day.

As healthcare continues to evolve, we remain committed to 

responding thoughtfully to the changing needs of our patients, 

advances in ophthalmology and the expectations of the 

communities we serve. Throughout this journey, our guiding 

principles of excellence, compassion, integrity and service 

have remained at the heart of every endeavour.

An Activity Report captures achievements, milestones and 

outcomes, but these accomplishments are made possible by 

the collective efforts of a dedicated team. I would like to place 

on record my sincere appreciation to our doctors, faculty 

members, nurses, researchers, technicians, administrators 

and support staff, whose commitment and professionalism 

continue to uphold the reputation and mission of Sankara 

Nethralaya.

I also extend my heartfelt gratitude to our patients for the trust 

they place in us. Their confidence inspires us to continually 

improve and strive for higher standards of care. My thanks are 

equally due to our donors, well-wishers, partners and 

supporters, whose encouragement and generosity enable us 

to broaden our impact and advance our objectives.

As we look ahead, we do so with a renewed sense of purpose 

and responsibility. The challenges before us are accompanied 

by opportunities to innovate, serve and make a meaningful 

difference. With the continued support of all our stakeholders, 

we remain committed to pursuing our mission and working 

every day to bring quality eye care, education and research to 

those who need it most.
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Mr. Ashok Kumar Mehta
Honorary Treasurer

Taking charge as Honorary Treasurer this year has given me an 

opportunity to look at the Medical Research Foundation from a 

different perspective. Behind every number in our annual 

report is a patient, a family, a member of our staff, or a piece of 

work that has taken considerable effort to put in place. This 

year, 5,79,523 patients visited our outpatient departments and 

58,955 patients were treated as inpatients. These numbers are 

a reminder of the scale of the responsibility that rests on the 

institution and on all of us who are entrusted with its affairs.

At the same time, Sankara Nethralaya is preparing for an 

important new chapter. Project Agastya at Tondiarpet is one of 

the major undertakings before us, and as we approach our 

50th year, there is much to look forward to. Growth of this 

nature requires careful planning and, equally importantly, the 

confidence of those who support our work. We have a 

responsibility to ensure that the resources placed in our hands 

are used thoughtfully and that the institution remains 

financially sound as it grows.

I would like to thank our staff for the work they have put in 

throughout the year and our donors, well-wishers and partners 

for the trust they continue to place in Sankara Nethralaya. 

Having taken on this responsibility this year, I have come to 

appreciate even more the effort that goes into keeping an 

institution of this size moving every day. I look forward to the 

coming year with a sense of responsibility, particularly as we 

prepare to mark 50 years of Sankara Nethralaya and begin the 

next chapter with Project Agastya.
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rd 3 DR. S.S. BADRINATH ENDOWMENT LECTURE

Third Dr. S. S. Badrinath Endowment Lecture Delivered by Dr. Soumya Swaminathan

Emphasising that health must be understood as a holistic and sustained way of living rather than 

merely the absence of disease, Dr. Soumya Swaminathan delivered the third Dr. S. S. Badrinath 

Endowment Lecture on 24th February 2026 at Sankara Nethralaya, Padma Bhushan Dr. S. S. 

Badrinath Campus, Chennai. The annual lecture series was instituted in February 2024 to 

commemorate the birth anniversary of Dr. S. S. Badrinath, Founder, as a tribute to his enduring 

contributions to ophthalmology and institution-building. Conceived as a platform for distinguished 

voices to reflect on issues of societal importance, the series seeks to carry forward his legacy of 

excellence, ethics and service. Speaking on the theme, “Well-being as a Way of Life,” Dr. 

Swaminathan underscored the need to integrate physical, mental and social well-being into 

everyday practice at the level of individuals, communities and institutions. She highlighted the 

importance of prevention, equity in access to healthcare, and the role of science-informed policy in 

strengthening public health systems. Addressing an audience of clinicians, students and invited 

guests, she noted that sustainable well- being depends not only on medical care, but also on 

education, nutrition, environment and social support systems. She called for a shift in mindset from 

episodic treatment to lifelong health stewardship. The inaugural lecture in the series was delivered 

by Gopalkrishna Gandhi, while the second was presented by Dr. M. S. Ravindra, Chairman and 

Managing Director of Karthik Nethralaya. Both events drew wide appreciation for their intellectual 

depth and relevance. C. Venuprasad, classmate and close associate of Dr. Badrinath, was present 

on the occasion, lending a personal dimension to the commemorative event. The Endowment 

Lecture series continues to serve as a meaningful forum for dialogue, reaffirming the institution’s 

commitment to advancing knowledge and promoting well-being in its broadest sense.
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ELITE INTERNATIONAL VISION SCIENCE AND 

OPTOMETRY CONFERENCE (EIVOC) 2025

Elite School of Optometry hosts EIVOC 2025, launches Sports Optometry Research Lab

The Elite School of Optometry (ESO), Sankara Nethralaya, hosted the three-day Elite International 

Vision Science and Optometry Conference (EIVOC) 2025, bringing together more than 60 speakers 

from around the world. The conference featured sessions on topics ranging from fundamental 

optometry to emerging areas such as artificial intelligence and advanced imaging.

Former Indian cricketer Krishnamachari Srikkanth inaugurated the conference on Aug. 16 and 

unveiled the Sports Optometry Research Lab in the presence of Dr. T.S. Surendran, Chairman, 

Sankara Nethralaya; Dr. Girish Shiva Rao, President and Medical Director, Sankara Nethralaya; and 

Dr. N. Anuradha, Principal, Elite School of Optometry. The Sports Optometry Research Lab will 

focus on improving the visual performance of athletes and studying the integration of sports vision 

assessment into clinical training.

During the inaugural session, dignitaries released 10 optometry textbooks, launched a website for 

the Integrated Optics Module, inaugurated a Digital Psychophysics Laboratory and introduced an 

app on optometric essentials.

Dr. Surendran said the knowledge shared during the conference would contribute to shaping the 

future of optometry over the next five years. The conference also marked the launch of the Indian 

chapter of Global Leaders in Optometry for Women, an initiative to support women optometrists 

and encourage more young professionals to pursue careers in optometry.

Among those present were Dr. P.D. Santanam, former Principal, Elite School of Optometry; Dr. S. 

Pradeep, Consultant, Sankara Nethralaya; Dr. V. Vasudevan Lakshminarayanan, Professor, 

University of Waterloo; and Dr. Rashima Asok, Scientific Chair, EIVOC 2025, and Professor, Elite 

School of Optometry.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

P�ying P�tients

3,38,709

P�ying P�tients

38,478

Free P�tients

2,40,814

Free P�tients

20,477

Tot�l P�tients

5,79,523

Tot�l P�tients

58,955

OUTPATIENTS

INPATIENTS
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

JASLOK COMMUNITY OPHTHALMIC CENTER

Ÿ Camps - 685

Ÿ OPD - 82876

Ÿ Surgeries - 7447

MOBILE EYE SURGICAL UNIT

Ÿ Chennai                                                              -    1,714 surgeries

Ÿ Jharkhand                 -   1,196 surgeries

Ÿ Telangana                 -   1,609 surgeries

Ÿ Puttaparthi               -   1,386 surgeries

Ÿ Ettaiyapuram            -    394 surgeries

OCCUPATIONAL OPTOMETRY SERVICES

Ÿ Total Beneficiaries - 10,072

Ÿ Spectacle Beneficiaries - 6,465

Ÿ Industrial Employees Served - 1,599

Ÿ Colour Vision Assessments - 126

Ÿ Occupational/Safety Eyewear - 484

Ÿ Specialty Referrals - 1,299

Clinical Impact:

Ÿ 3,759 workers received spectacles

Ÿ 566 received spectacles along with specialist referral

Ÿ 733 referred for further ophthalmic evaluation

Ÿ 1,299 specialty referrals generated

Top Referral Categories

Ÿ Cataract: 589

Ÿ Glaucoma: 305

Ÿ Retina: 224
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ELITE SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY & 

THE SANKARA NETHRALAYA ACADEMY

Ÿ Child screening camps - 234

Ÿ Adult screening camps - 18

Ÿ Spectacle distribution camps - 192

Ÿ Spectacle compliance visits - 99

Beneficiaries:

Ÿ Children - 60,984

Ÿ Adults - 4,339

SANKARA NETHRALAYA KOLKATA

Ÿ 138 Outreach Camps Conducted

Ÿ 26,391 Patients Screened

Ÿ 16,426 Spectacles Distributed

TELEOPHTHALMOLOGY

Ÿ Camps - 211

Ÿ Number of comprehensive eye examinations - 21711

Ÿ Teleconsultation - 1197

Ÿ Spectacles Issued - 6851
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MOBILE EYE SURGICAL UNIT
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MESU IN ACTION

CHENNAI

JHARKHAND

Mobile Eye Surgical Units (MESUs) served 6,299 inpatients and 57,616 outpatients during the 

year.

Chennai MESU

1,714 

inpatients

15,794 

outpatients

Jharkhand MESU

1,196 

inpatients

10,631 

outpatients

Telangana MESU

1,609 

inpatients

15,242 

outpatients

Puttaparthi MESU

1,386 

inpatients

10,829 

outpatients

Ettaiyapuram MESU

394 

inpatients

5,120 

outpatients
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TELANGANA

PUTTAPARTHI

ETTAIYAPURAM
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AWARDS & 

RECOGNITIONS
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AWARDS

Lifetime Achievement & Distinguished Honours

International Recognition

Dr. Nirmala Subramanian

Lifetime Achievement Award – RC Madras Temple City Honors

Dr. Jyotirmay Biswas

David BenEzra Award for outstanding contributions to uveitis and 

ocular inflammatory diseases

Dr. Lingam Gopal

Lifetime Achievement Award – Vitreo-Retinal Society of India

Dr. Lingam Vijaya

Dr. N.N. Sood Oration – Glaucoma Society of India

Dr. T.S. Surendran

Asu Biswas Memorial Gold Medal Oration

Dr. Pramod Bhende

Presidential Award – American 

Society of Retina Specialists

Dr. Chetan Rao

Honor Award – American Society 

of Retina Specialists

Dr. Ronnie George

Inducted into the Glaucoma 

Research Society

Ms. S. Madhumathi

Hospital Optometry Practitioner

of the Year – British Contact 

Lens Association

Dr. Rashima A

Teaching Mobility Grant – 

Linnaeus University, Sweden
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Four Sankara Nethralaya faculty members were recognised among the world's top 2% 

researchers in the global ranking compiled by Elsevier and Stanford University:

Sankara Nethralaya faculty, fellows and students received multiple awards at national and 

international scientific forums including:

Ÿ OPAI 2025 

Ÿ Retina Summit 2025 

Ÿ  TNOA 2025 

Ÿ INOS 2025 

Ÿ EIVOC 2025 

Ÿ AIOS–APAO 2025

Einstein World Record Recognition

Thirty-six nurses from Sankara Nethralaya received the Einstein World Record Certificate for 

participation in a synchronized national training programme on preventing medication errors.

The Elizabeth Blackwell Award for Excellence in Teaching was conferred on:

Global Research Recognition World's Top 2% Researchers

Academic & Professional Leadership

Excellence in Teaching

Scientific Achievements

Dr. Parthopratim 

Dutta Majumder

Dr. Dhanashree

Ratra

Dr. C.K. Parameswari 

Dr. Parthopratim 

Dutta Majumder
Elected Secretary, 

Uveitis Society of India

Dr. Ambika S.
Elected Vice President, 

Indian Neuro-Ophthalmology Society

Dr. Ronnie Jacob

George

Dr. Niveditha 

Narayanan

Dr. Sudharshan S.
Elected Vice President, 

Uveitis Society of India

Dr. Jyotirmay Biswas

Dr. Suganeswari G

Dr. Lingam Gopal

Dr. Veena Baskaran 
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Ÿ Ms. S. Madhumathi was invited as a Guest Speaker at the Boston Foundation for Sight Fit 

Academy – First Conference in India, held at the L V Prasad Eye Institute, March 2025. 

Ÿ Ms S. Madhumathi delivered an oral presentation titled: “Evaluation of Different Fluid Reservoir 

Compositions on Fluid Reservoir Turbidity and Their Impact on Visual Quality in Keratoconus 

Subjects Wearing Scleral Lenses” at the British Contact Lens Association Conference, June 

2025. 

Ÿ Ms S. Madhumathi was conferred the prestigious title of Fellow of the British Contact Lens 

Association (FBCLA) at the British Contact Lens Association Conference, June 2025. 

Ÿ Ms S. Madhumathi received the Dr P. P. Santhanam Endowment Award for her PhD. Research 

Project at the Elite Institute of Vision Care Conference, August 2025.

Ÿ Ms.S.Madhumathi has delivered a talk on the Scleral lens Education society Webinar on the 

Topic “ Beyond the Ablation Zone –Optimizing Scleral lens fit in Post LASIK & Post RK Corneas”

Ÿ Ms B. Janani received Best Scientific Oral Presentation (2026) – Awarded at the 24th Dr E. 

Vaithilingam Memorial Scientific Session in March 2026

Ÿ Ms B. Janani received Best Research Publication of the Year (2025) – Awarded by the Elite 

School of Optometry, Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai, India.

Ÿ Ms B. Janani delivered an oral presentation in the EIVOC 2025 on the topic “ Prescribing trends 

of Scleral lens in a tertiary eye care over a decade.

Ÿ Ms Akshaya delivered an oral presentation in the EIVOC 2025 on the topic “ Tailoring vision with 

Modified Monovision”

Ÿ Ms Akshaya delivered a guest lecture  at RIO GOH  CME on Contact lenses- A concept based 

approach in the topic” PROSE fitting in ectatic corneas”(2026)

Ÿ Ms Manju.B received Best Image of the year  award –IACLE (2025)

Ÿ Mr Krishna Shah delivered an oral poster presentation in the EIVOC 2025 on the topic “ 

Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice regarding contact lens among contact lens user” 

Ÿ Mr Krishna Shah delivered an oral poster presentation in the EIVOC 2025 on the topic “ 

Unilateral Jelly Bump Deposits On A Contact Lens Due To Inconsistent Lens Hygiene And 

Reduced  in Patient With Hand Dexterity”

Ÿ Ms. Varsa Harinya delivered an oral presentation in the EIVOC 2025 on the topic “ Knowledge, 

Attitude, and Practice regarding contact lens among spectacle wearers” 

Ÿ Ms. Varsa Harinya delivered an oral poster presentation on the topic “Visual rehabilitation in 

keratoconus using surgical and customized contact lens management – A case report”  at the 

24th Dr E. Vaithilingam Memorial Scientific Session in March 2026

Ÿ Ms Varsa Harinya delivered a guest lecture  at RIO GOH  CME on the topic “Importance of care 

and maintenance of contact lenses” (2026)

Ÿ Ms. Karpagavalli delivered a talk on "From Comfort to Crisis: A Multidisciplinary Approach to 

Resolving Acute Scleral Lens Intolerance in Keratoconus" in ECHO –LVPEI scleral lens webinar

Academic Achievements
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MAJOR ACTIVITIES
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Retinoblastoma Awareness Program, 12th May 2025

International Nurses Day, SNK, 12th May 2025

International Nurses Day, SN Chennai, 12th May 2025
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Occupational Optometry Services Inauguration at Rajarhat 17th May 2025

Myopia Awareness Week SN Chennai, 19th to 25th May 2025

Myopia Awareness Week Rajarhat, SNK, 19th to 25th May 2025

Postgraduate Refresher Course (AIOS - ARC), 18th to 20th July 2025
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Retina Summit & APOTS Retina Meet 2025
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31st Annual Meeting of ARVO-INDIA, July 25th - 27th 2025,

Surgery Simulation Suite 14 June 2025
A Surgery Simulation Suite was inaugurated on June 14 to enhance surgical training through hands-on, 

structured learning. Two simulators – one for Vitreoretinal and one for Cataract are presently installed in 

the suite. Our heartfelt gratitude to Madhukanta Gunvant Seth Charitable Trust and 

Ms. Bharti Ashwinkumar Dhank for donating the VR simulator to our institution.
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Dr. Rajeswari Mahadevan Remembrance Day, 09th September 2025

Project Ayushman - Breast feeding cubicle on the 1st floor, Mahyco Block,
with Ladies Circle India, 06th Aug 2025
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79th Independence Day Celebration, 15th Aug 2025

th th47  Foundation Day Celebration - Roshni 2025, Kamarajar Arangam,14  09 2025

The 79th Independence Day was celebrated on 15h August 2025. Mr. Rajagopalan R.V, 

Board Member -VRF took part as the Chief Guest for the function.
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Ophtha-Gen 1, 15th December 2025

18th Dr. Nagamani Dharmapuri Endowment Lecture, 15th December 2025

Inauguration of the Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory name board in 
Memory of Dr. Vasanthi Badrinath, 30th December 2025

GLOW-Glaucoma Learning and Outreach 27th Sep 2025
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2nd Dr. SSB Memorial Optometry Scientific Session 08 Feb 2026

TED Insights & Impact CME, March 01st, 2026

24th Dr. E Vaithilingam Memorial Scientific Session, March 14th & 15th, 2026

Women Ophthalmologists Society – TN Meeting - 8th February, 2026
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DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCE MOBILIZATION

Strengthening eye care through philanthropy, community care, and making eye care accessible 
to all.

The year 2025–26 witnessed significant growth in infrastructure, equipment acquisition and 

outreach capabilities through donor partnerships. Major developments included the inauguration 

of a Surgery Simulation Suite, establishment of new clinical facilities, expansion of MESU services 

and procurement of advanced diagnostic technologies.

Infrastructure Expansion

Surgery Simulation Suite

Ÿ Inaugurated on 14 June 2025

Ÿ Supported by Madhukanta Gunvant Sheth 

Charitable Trust - Mr. Deepak Shah

Ÿ Equipped with VR surgical simulation

Ÿ technology

Mr. V. Vaidyanathan and Mr. Vijay Vaidyanathan of the Dharmathma Charitable Trust visited Sankara 

Nethralaya. The Trust donated a Specular Microscope and an Auto Kerato Refractometer, and 

extended support for free complex and major eye surgeries.
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Thank you, ICICI Foundation, for helping us serve our patients better
Sankara Nethralaya is grateful to ICICI Foundation for its support towards the renovation of the 

Uvea and Glaucoma consultation floors, covering approximately 16,000 sq ft. The contribution 

includes the complete renovation of the floors and the equipment required to support clinical care.

The dedicated facilities are making a direct difference in managing the large volume of patients who 

visit these departments. Sankara Nethralaya sees more than 50,000 Uvea and 80,000 Glaucoma 

patients annually, with numbers increasing each year.

With an average of 160 Uvea consultations and 256 Glaucoma consultations every day, dedicated 

consultation spaces have helped streamline patient movement, reduce congestion and enable 

teams to manage consultations more efficiently.

The renovated floors also address a need consistently highlighted through patient feedback: 

having dedicated spaces for Uvea and Glaucoma care. By supporting the infrastructure and 

equipment needed for these high-volume specialties, ICICI Foundation's contribution is helping 

create a more organised and efficient experience for both patients and clinical teams.

We sincerely thank ICICI Foundation for this meaningful contribution towards strengthening 

patient care at Sankara Nethralaya.
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Visit of Noor Dubai Foundation Team, Dubai, UAE 

– 13 September 2025: Representatives of the 

Noor Dubai Foundation, Dubai, UAE, visited 

Sankara Nethralaya on 13 September 2025. The 

Foundation extended support towards cataract 

surgeries and community eye screening camps.

Representatives of Sundaram Home Finance 

Limited visited Sankara Nethralaya on 19 

September 2025. In association with the TVS 

Group, they donated an Ultra Wide Field 

Imaging System, enhancing the institution’s 

advanced retinal imaging and diagnostic 

capabilities.

Mr. Shankar Subramonian, Member, Board of 

Advisors, SN USA, visited Sankara Nethralaya 

on 4 October 2025. Through his support, a new 

Mobile Eye Surgical Unit was established in 

Ettaiyapuram, and several MESU outreach 

camps were conducted.

A new Patient Mobilisation Bus, donated by Mr. 

Rajarathinam S. of Autotech Industries, 

Chennai, was inaugurated on 8 November 2025.
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The Clearing Corporation of India Limited has 

been a valued supporter of Sankara Nethralaya 

for several years, contributing towards free 

complex and major eye surgeries and helping 

ensure access to advanced eye care for 

deserving patients.

The Sanmar Group CSR Trust supported Sankara Nethralaya through the donation of three 

advanced diagnostic systems: an Eye Tracker (Video Nystagmography), an HRA Fundus Camera, 

and a Humphrey Field Analyzer. These additions have strengthened the institution’s capabilities in 

ocular diagnostics and patient care.

Support from The Sanmar Group CSR Trust

Eye Tracker (Video Nystagmography)

HRA Fundus Camera Humphrey Field Analyzer
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C.U. SHAH 

EYE BANK
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C.U. SHAH EYE BANK

Strengthening corneal transplantation services and promoting eye donation 

awareness through sustained community engagement and educational 

programmes.

1,175

DONOR

EYES

COLLECTED

2,325

PARTICIPANTS

REACHED THROUGH

NATIONAL EYE

DONATION 

FORTNIGHT

604

CORNEAL

TRANSPLANT

SURGERIES

PERFORMED
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The Eye Bank conducted awareness programmes for nursing students, educational

institutions, corporate organisations and community groups throughout the year.

Key Reach

518 Participants through structured awareness sessions

2,325 Participants reached during National Eye Donation Fortnight programmes

Major Engagements

Ÿ Queen Mary's College – 850 participants

Ÿ Women's Christian College – 450 participants

Ÿ Sankara Matriculation Higher Secondary School – 325 participants

Ÿ LM Dadha Senior Secondary School – 300 participants

Ÿ Rani Meyammai Girls Higher Secondary School – 200 participants

Eye Donation Awareness
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National Eye Donation Fortnight 2025
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OCCUPATIONAL OPTOMETRY SERVICES

The academic year 2025–2026 was marked by key developments in education, research, and 
community outreach.

The Department of Occupational Optometry Services expanded its outreach across Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala and Kolkata during 2025–26. A total of 10,072 beneficiaries received occupational eye care 

services through community outreach, industrial vision programmes and colour vision 

assessments. The department also strengthened its academic footprint through international 

collaborations, conference participation and research activities.

10,072
TOTAL

BENEFICIARIES

1,599
INDUSTRIAL

EMPLOYEES

SERVED

126
COLOUR VISION

ASSESSMENTS
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Key Highlights

Major Achievements

10,072 total beneficiaries

Ÿ 5,708 workers screened in Tamil Nadu and Kerala

Ÿ 2,765 workers screened in Kolkata

Ÿ 4,349 spectacles dispensed in South India

Ÿ 2,116 spectacles dispensed in Kolkata

Ÿ 484 occupational/safety eyewear provided

Industrial Vision Care

Ÿ 1,599 industrial employees served

Ÿ 8 industries covered

Ÿ 2 new industry partnerships established

Occupational Safety

Ÿ 829 workers benefitted from occupational 

lenses, safety eyewear, tints and coatings

Ÿ 26% increase from previous year

KOLKATA EXPANSION GLOBAL REACH

Ÿ Completed two years of service

Ÿ 2,765 beneficiaries reached

Ÿ Occupational Optometry certificate 

p r o g r a m m e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  4 0 

practitioners in the Philippines

Ÿ Academic engagement  through 

teaching mobility programme in 

Sweden
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Impact Metrics

Academic and Professional Engagement

Ÿ Conducted workshop at EIVOC 2025 on workplace visual task analysis

Ÿ Delivered session on workplace wellness and occupational vision care

Ÿ Multiple oral and poster presentations by department members

Ÿ Two postgraduate and one undergraduate research projects completed

International Collaborations Global Engagement

Philippines

Ÿ Online Occupational Optometry certificate programme

Ÿ Approximately 40 practising optometrists trained

Sweden

Ÿ Teaching mobility programme

Ÿ Lecture on occupational eye examinations and workplace vision care

These initiatives strengthened international knowledge exchange in occupational optometry.
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ELITE SCHOOL 

OF OPTOMETRY
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The activities of 2025–2026 focused on academic programmes, research, scientific events, 

international collaborations, community outreach, and institutional development. Major activities 

included Elite International Vision Science And Optometry Conference (EIVOC) 2025, research 

methodology workshops, publication of scholarly work, launch of new academic and research 

facilities, and vision screening programmes that reached over 65,000 beneficiaries.

ELITE SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY

The academic year 2025–2026 was marked by key developments in education, research, and 
community outreach.

156
STUDENT

ENROLLMENTS

65,323
COMMUNITY

SCREENING

2,027
DELEGATES

AT EIVOC 
CONFERENCE

2025
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EIVOC Scientific Programme

Faculty Publication Achievement

Faculty members contributed a chapter on Clinical Refraction in HV Nema’s Diagnostic Procedures 

in Ophthalmology.

7. Common Ocular Conditions 

8. Optometry Question Bank with Rational Reasoning 

9. Public Health and Community Optometry 

10. Community Eye Screening – A Ready Reckoner 

1.  Anterior Segment Diagnostics 

2.  Posterior Segment Diagnostics 

3.  Binocular Vision and Vision Therapy 

4.  Low Vision Care and Rehabilitation 

5.  Occupational Optometry

6. Law and Optometry 

ACTIVITY NUMBER

Scientific talks 76

Symposia 11

Panel discussions 3

Workshops 15

Abstract submissions 345

Free paper presentations 139

Poster sessions 183

Poster presentations 15

Academic Publications and Educational Resources Textbooks Released
Ten undergraduate textbooks in Optometry were released during EIVOC 2025 covering:
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During the academic year 2025–2026, the Elite School of Optometry recorded a total enrolment of 

156 students across undergraduate, postgraduate, doctoral, and internship programmes. The 

institution continued to strengthen its academic programmes while expanding its reach through 

the Elite School of Optometry –Kolkata. Since its inception, ESO has graduated 815 optometrists 

who have contributed to clinical practice, research, academia, and public health eye care in India 

and abroad.

Academic Programmes & Student Enrolment

B.Optom
80.8%

M.Optom
12.8%

PhD
3.8%

Five peer-reviewed publications were published 

in international journals, including:

Ÿ Clinical and Experimental Optometry

Ÿ British Medical Journal

Ÿ Contact Lens and Anterior Eye

Ÿ Optometry and Vision Science

Research areas included:

Ÿ Student resilience 

Ÿ Vernal keratoconjunctivitis management

Ÿ Specialty contact lenses

Ÿ Paediatric eye care service delivery

Research Publications (July 2025 – April 2026)

Institutional Developments

ESO Sports Optometry Lab (ESO-SOL)

The ESO Sports Optometry Lab was established as a dedicated facility for sports vision assessment 

and research, focusing on visual performance and eye–hand coordination in athletes.

Digital Learning and Research Infrastructure

The following educational and research resources were launched during the year:

Ÿ Integrated Optics Module Website 

Ÿ Optometric Essentials Mobile Application 

Ÿ Digital Psychophysics Laboratory
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Scientific Meetings & Continuing Education

Three modules conducted:

Ÿ Basics of Research Methodology 

Ÿ Basics of Biostatistics 

Ÿ Scientific Writing 

Collaborations and Academic Partnerships

Deakin University, Australia

Ÿ Annual Clinical Grand Rounds 

Ÿ Ongoing PhD enrolment through the ESO–Deakin collaboration 

Linnaeus University, Sweden

Ÿ Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) programme

Research Methodology Workshop Series January–March 2026

International Collaborations

24th Dr. E. Vaithilingam Memorial Scientific Session
14–15 March 2026

ESO-VISTA Conducted on 24 December 2025
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Awards and Recognition

Faculty Awards

Ÿ Dr. N. Anuradha received the Living Legend Award at ASCON 2025. 

Student Achievements

Students received awards across various scientific and academic forums including:

Ÿ ASCON 2025 

Ÿ Low Vision Awareness Programme 

Ÿ Dr. S. S. Badrinath Memorial Optometry Scientific Session 

Ÿ SRM University competitions 

Ÿ OCI Digital Art Competition 

Ÿ iSight Quiz 2026 

Ÿ Reflections Inter-College Cultural Fest 

Notable achievements included awards for:

Ÿ Best Oral Presentations 

Ÿ Best Research Paper 

Ÿ Poster Presentations 

Ÿ Quiz Competitions 

Ÿ Digital Art and Video Competitions 
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School Eye Screening Programmes

HCL Uday

Ÿ Children screened: 20,279 

Ÿ Spectacles distributed: 1,815 

Ÿ Referrals: 272 

Mission for Vision

Ÿ Children screened: 26,240 

Ÿ Spectacles distributed: 2,563 

Ÿ Referrals: 427 

HCL Police Boys and Girls Club

Ÿ Children screened: 227 

Ÿ Spectacles distributed: 15 

Ÿ Referrals: 4 

Kannoli Kappom Thittam

Ÿ Children screened: 5,700 

Ÿ Spectacles distributed: 587 

Ÿ Referrals: 74 

Mission for Vision Follow-Up Programme

Ÿ Children screened: 8,538 

Ÿ Spectacles distributed: 632 

Ÿ Referrals: 114
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THE SANKARA NETHRALAYA ACADEMY

533
GRADUATES ACROSS 
B.Sc. MLT, M.Sc. MLT, 
BBA, MBA, MHA & 

M.Optom 
SINCE INCEPTION

30+
PROJECTS

100% 
PLACEMENT

The Sankara Nethralaya Academy, established in 2010 under the leadership of Padma Bhushan 
Dr. S.S. Badrinath, continues to develop healthcare professionals through academic instruction, 
clinical training, research and experiential learning.
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6+
DEGREE 

PROGRAMMES

47
FACULTY 

MEMBERS

5
NON-TEACHING 

STAFF

Academic Programmes

Career Outcomes

Diverse Healthcare Education

TSNA offers undergraduate and postgraduate programmes across Optometry, Hospital 

Management and Medical Laboratory Technology, alongside certificate and fellowship 

programmes designed to strengthen clinical skills and professional development.

The academic curriculum integrates classroom learning, clinical training, research and internships 

in alignment with the NCAHP competency-based framework.

From Classroom to Career

TSNA graduates continue to pursue diverse careers across clinical practice, hospitals, industry, 

academia, higher education, research and independent practice.

Strong collaborations with hospitals, research institutions and diagnostic laboratories provide 

students with clinical exposure, research opportunities and real-world learning experiences.

50



Experiential Learning

Professional Leadership

Learning Beyond the Classroom

Ÿ Students gained exposure to diverse healthcare and rehabilitation settings through educational 

visits to Christian Medical College, Museum of Possibilities and NIEPVD.

Ÿ Field visits, cultural programmes, educational tours and student activities fostered teamwork, 

leadership and holistic development beyond academic learning.

Advancing Allied Healthcare Education

Ÿ TSNA faculty continued to contribute to the profession through academic leadership, public 

lectures, awareness programmes, research and professional engagement.

Ÿ Dr. Rashima Asokan was appointed Member of the Ophthalmic Science Professional Council 

under NCAHP, while the Dr. Anuradha N represented the institution on the Tamil Nadu State 

Council for Ophthalmic Services. 
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SNSC Clinical Laboratory

The SNSC Clinical Laboratory continued to strengthen its commitment to quality, precision and 

advanced diagnostics during FY 2025–26. The laboratory received its 10th consecutive NABL 

accreditation certificate since first being accredited in 2007 and successfully transitioned to ISO 

15189:2022, with accreditation valid until June 6, 2030.

The laboratory expanded its collaborative network by establishing 10 Memoranda of 

Understanding (MoUs) with institutions for services in molecular diagnostics, microbiology, 

genetics and histopathology. The Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory also extended its specialised 

services to more than 50 institutions.

During the year, 37,605 patients accessed services through the main laboratory and its collection 

centres. A total of 385,039 investigations were performed across various disciplines, including:

The laboratory offered 280 diagnostic tests, including 45 test panels, and successfully 

implemented Point-of-Care Testing (POCT) across all centres, completing 4,500 tests during the 

year.

DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATIONS

Clinical Biochemistry 1,61,953

Hematology 1,42,931

Microbiology & Serology 36,052

Clinical Pathology 32,321

Histopathology 5,145

Molecular Diagnostics 3,486

Special Biochemistry 2,200

Genetics 1,951
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Key Achievements

Ÿ Received the 10th consecutive NABL accreditation since 2007 and renewed accreditation 

under ISO 15189:2022, valid until June 6, 2030. 

Ÿ Celebrated Laboratory Professionals Week on June 17, 2025, under the theme "Pathway of 

Precision." 

Ÿ The Outlook 2025 Review Magazine recognised Dr. S. Krishnakumar as the Best Pathologist in 

South India for the fourth consecutive year. 

Ÿ Dr. N. Angayarkanni received the Lifetime Achievement Award in Medical Biochemistry Teaching 

and Research from the Indian Association of Basic and Paramedical Sciences (IABPMS) on 

March 7, 2026, Chennai. 

Ÿ Dr. Angayarkanni also earned the Six Sigma Black Belt and LEAN Champion certifications 

following training conducted by MSME. 

Academic Contributions and Professional Participation

Dr. N. Angayarkanni (Biochemistry)

Ÿ Delivered the Dr. K. Radha Shanmugasundaram Endowment Lecture titled "Tear Specimen in 

Biomarker Discovery for the Pathophysiology of Dry Eye Syndrome" at the Department of 

Medical Biochemistry, University of Madras, on February 5, 2025. 

Ÿ Participated in the Global Diagnostic Directors Conclave II, held on July 19–20, 2025, in 

Chennai. 

Dr. S. Krishnakumar (Pathology)

Ÿ Delivered a lecture on "Pathology of Intraocular Lesions – Uveal Melanoma" during the CME Eye 

Path: Recent Advances in Ophthalmic Pathology, organised by LV Prasad Eye Institute, 

Hyderabad, on October 25, 2025. 

Dr. A. R. Anand (Microbiology)

Ÿ Participated in the Indian Society for Medical Mycology (ISMM 2025) Biennial Conference held 

at Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research, Chennai, from February 21–23, 

2025. 

Ÿ Served as the Organising Secretary for the 31st Annual Meeting of the Indian Eye Research 

Group (ARVO-India–IERG) held on July 26–27, 2025.

Dr. L. Dhanurekha (Molecular Diagnostics)

Ÿ Participated in the International Conference on Emerging and Re-emerging Infectious Diseases 

organised by CSIR, Chennai, on February 17–18, 2025. 

Ÿ Participated in the Sepsis Summit 2025, organised by BD, on April 23, 2025. 

Dr. Sripriya (Genetics)

Ÿ Delivered an invited lecture and co-chaired a session on "Incorporating Genetics in Pediatric 

Glaucoma Management" at the World Glaucoma Congress, Hawaii, held from June 25–27, 2025. 

Ÿ Delivered a talk titled "An Outlook on Genetic Counselling and Genetic Testing Offered at the 

SNONGC Department of Genetics" during the Oph Gen-1 Symposium held at Sankara 

Nethralaya on December 15, 2025. 
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Dr. Suman H. Kalantri (Pathology)

Ÿ Participated in the CME Eye Path: Recent Advances in Ophthalmic Pathology at LV Prasad Eye 

Institute, Hyderabad, on October 25, 2025. 

Quality and Professional Development

The laboratory team actively participated in several quality and capacity-building programmes 

during the year:

Ÿ Quality Manager Training Programme (November 17–18, 2025): Attended by Dr. Suman H. 

Kalantri, Quality Manager, and Ms. Kamatchi G., Deputy Quality Manager. 

Ÿ Application of Risk Management to Medical Laboratories (April 5, 2025), conducted by MIOT 

Hospitals: Attended by Ms. Saumya, Technical Manager. 

Ÿ Certified Professional for Quality Improvement in Hospitals (CPQIH–NABH) (August 9–10, 

2025): Completed by Ms. Kamatchi G., Deputy Quality Manager. 
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Postgraduate Admissions and Academic Compliance

All four MS Ophthalmology seats for the 2024–25 academic year were filled, with registration and 

document verification completed in coordination with The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University. 

Four of the five Post DO DNB seats allotted through NBEMS PDCET counselling were also filled. For 

the 2025 admission session, admissions progressed through national and state counselling for 

seven DNB Ophthalmology seats, four MS Ophthalmology seats and four Post DO DNB seats.

Fellowship Programmes

Selection processes for the July 2025 and January 2026 fellowship sessions were conducted 

through structured MCQ examinations and interviews across anterior segment and vitreoretinal 

subspecialties. During the year, 28 fellows joined the July 2025 batch (22 at Sankara Nethralaya, 

Chennai and six at Sankara Nethralaya, Kolkata), while 25 fellows joined the January 2026 batch 

(20 at Chennai and five at Kolkata). The year also marked the introduction of the Comprehensive + 

Neuro-Ophthalmology Fellowship Programme, and the Centre continued to attract international 

participation through Glaucoma fellowship interviews and the admission of an international fellow 

in the vitreoretinal programme.

Academic Training and Orientation

A two-day Ethicon Suturing Workshop was conducted on 16 and 17 April 2025 for 30 newly joined 

postgraduate students and fellows with support from J&J Medical India Pvt. Ltd. The Centre also 

organised an orientation programme for newly admitted fellows and Post DO DNB residents, 

followed by the Graduating Fellows Certificate Distribution Ceremony on 1 July 2025.

Academic Quality and Regulatory Inspection

The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University conducted a surprise inspection on 21 May 2025 for 

continuation of provisional affiliation of the MS Ophthalmology programme. The inspection 

assessed teaching faculty, infrastructure, laboratories, operation theatres, Eye Bank, library, 

Mobile Eye Surgical Units, community hospital and other academic facilities.

Academic Programmes and Distinguished Lectures

The Centre organised a year-long series of academic activities, including guest lectures, "A Series – 

Talk by Our SN Legends" and "Meet the Masters" CMEs. National and international experts 

delivered sessions covering cataract surgery, glaucoma, neuro-ophthalmology, retina, uveitis, 

oculoplasty, paediatric cornea, autoimmune eye diseases and other subspecialties, providing 

postgraduate students and fellows with exposure to contemporary clinical practice and research.

Examinations and Academic Assessments

The Centre successfully conducted the Neuro-Ophthalmology Gold Medal Examination and the 

Uvea Gold Medal Examination for postgraduate students. It also organised the DNB Foundation 

Assessment Test (FAT), MS Ophthalmology theory and practical examinations, AIOS FAICO OSCE 

and Viva examinations in Uvea, and hosted the Ophthalmology Foundation online examination for 

the first time.

CU SHAH OPHTHALMIC PG TRAINING CENTER

58



Institutional Awards 2025

Institutional award ceremony was held on 6th December 2025. The deserving candidates for 

endowment awards were chosen through a different level of selection process.

Dr. Ayushi Mohapatra received the Dr. V.T Doshi 

Memorial award for Best outgoing Vitreo Retinal 

fellow award and Best Lady Fellow in Clinical 

Vitreo Retinal award from the Indian Society for 

Prevention of Blindness Endowment award

Dr. Mridula Vijayaraghavan received the Dr. A. 

Amrutha Mahalakshmi Endowment award for 

Best Outgoing fellow in Cornea and Refractive 

Surgery

Dr. Divya M received the Sr. K. Vasanth Madhavan 

Memorial award for Best outgoing PG in DNB 

Ophthalmology

Dr. Greeshma Nair received the Jayaben 

Chamanlal Shah Endowment award for Best 

Outgoing fellow in Anterior segment. 

Dr. Aarti Rajkumar & Dr. Kayalvizhi N received the 

Dr. S. Ramakrishnan Endowment award for Best 

outgoing MS in Ophthalmology

Divya Chaturvedi Endowment award for Best Post-

Graduate in Uvea awarded to Dr. Venuhasini G R
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Dr. Kanthimathynathan Endowment medal for 

Best Post-Graduate in Neuro Ophthalmology 

awarded to Dr. Anjori Gupta

Dr. Sujit Kumar Pal Retina award for Outstanding 

performance as a fellow during competitive exam 

to Dr. Henna V V

Swarnalata Pushi Award for Best Research 

worker awarded to Dr. Bharathi Devi S R

Ruby Banik Memorial Award for Best Researcher 

in Clinical Sciences in Ophthalmology awarded to 

Ms. Ashwini V C

Dr. Sujit Kumar Pal Retina award for Outstanding 

performance as a PG during competitive exam to 

Dr. Aarti Rajkumar

Swarnalata Pushi Award for Best Research Fellow 

awarded to Dr. Amrita Pugalenthi

Dr. Janani Sreenivasan received Publication 

Excellence Award for the Best Publication in 

Associate Consultant Category

Dr. Ramya Ravi received Prof. S.Krishnamoorthy 

Rao Memorial Award for Best Outgoing Ph.D 

student
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SN Meet the Masters CME – Dr. Sunil Morekar - Moderator Dr. Niveditha Narayanan - January 24, 2026
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Awards & Accolades
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Dr. Ritika Agrawal 

Kolkata Retina Conclave 2026 May 2026 

Runner up Award in Poster presentation 

Dr. Nandan Somani 

MG Dogra- Mentee Award 2026

Retina fellows retreat, April 2026, PGI Chandigarh

Dr. Bhavina Chaudhari 

Kolkata Retina Conclave - May 2026 

First Prize in the E-Poster category

Dr. Aastha Bansal

Online uvea case presentation organised by USI

Second runner-up: All India PG case presentation 

Dr. Tapasya Rajpurohit 

WOS Feb, 2026

First prize - Challenging Cases in Ophthalmology

Dr. Sheikh Asma Bashir 

Annual OPAI 2026

2nd runner-up best free paper

Dr. Namitha R 

National summer CME, Lucknow, April 2026

Best presentation

Dr. David Lalmuanpuia Khiangte 

1st prize - Best Video Contest (Retina)

SEC OCULAR CONCLAVE, New Delhi, January 2026



Awards & Recognition

Faculty and trainees received multiple awards at national scientific forums including:

Ÿ OPAI 2025 

Ÿ EIVOC 2025 

Ÿ OSWB Dr. P. K. Chatterjee PGT Free Paper Contest 

Achievements included awards for clinical papers, clinical photography, oncology case 

presentations, scientific videos and poster presentations. 

New Equipment Added

Ÿ Pentacam 

Ÿ Photo Slit Lamp 

Ÿ Anaesthesia Workstation 

Ÿ Green Laser Multispot 

Ÿ Open Field Autorefractometer 

Ÿ Pure Point Green Laser 

Ÿ Specular Microscope 

Ÿ B-Scan

SANKARA NETHRALAYA KOLKATA

Community Outreach

138
Outre�ch 

C�mps 
Conducted

26,391
P�tients 

Screened

16,426
Spect�cles 

Distributed
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