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Top news:

« Bhoomi Pooja for Agastya TNK Family Sankara

Nethralaya Branch: New branch in Tondiarpet, Chennai, to
offer subsidized eye care services.

Elite School of Optometry in Kolkata: Classes start in
September at our Kolkata's New Town branch

Sankara Ratna 2023: Awarded to Mr. Bala Reddy Indurti,
President of Sankara Nethralaya USA.

Kanmanigalin Kangal: Celebration for retinoblastoma
survivors.

6th Retina Summit 2024: Focus on Retinopathy of
Prematurity (ROP).

Awards and Recognitions: Received Sri Sant Hirdharam
Sewa Award and Best Single Specialty Hospital by AHPI.
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From the Chairman’s Desk

Dear Friends,

It is with great joy and gratitude that | share the latest milestones in Sankara
Nethralaya's journey towards excellence in eye care through our latest edition
of Eyelights. As we continue to expand our services, | am beyond thankful to
Agastyar Charitable Trust for contributing their land for 98 years, where our
next branch — Agastya TNK Family Sankara Nethralaya —is poised to be set up.
The Bhoomi Pooja ceremony for this new facility was recently conducted with

the blessings of His Holiness Jagadguru Pujyashri Shankara Vijayendra

Saraswathi Swamigal.

The Agastya TNK Family Sankara Nethralaya branch will cater to the increasing demand for quality eye
services in the region, equipped with the latest technology and a team of highly skilled professionals. The
services offered at this facility will be provided at a subsidized rate, ensuring that quality eye care remains
accessible to all. With the enthusiastic support of our donors, who have been the driving force of Sankara
Nethralaya, | am confident that the construction work of this new facility will be started in a couple of
years.

| am delighted to announce that our next Optometry college, the Elite School of Optometry, is set to
open another branch in Kolkata. We have received the necessary affiliations, and classes are expected to
commence in September. Initially, the classes will be conducted at our Sankara Nethralaya's New Town
branch, but we plan to establish a dedicated building for the college in a couple of years.

Our recent events, including the “Sankara Ratna Award” which was bestowed upon the President of
Sankara Nethralaya USA, Mr. Bala Reddy Indurti, “"Kanmanigalin Kangal celebration for retinoblastoma
survivors” and the “6th Retina Summit 2024,"” are examples of our continued efforts to advance eye care,
express gratitude, and share knowledge.

| am proud to share that our institution has been honored with prestigious awards, such as the Sri Sant
Hirdharam Sewa Award and the Best Single Specialty Hospital at the AHPI. Additionally, several of our
consultants have also received numerous awards, adding more feathers to our cap.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to our mission of providing world-class eye care and advancing
the field of ophthalmology. With your continued support and the blessings of the Almighty, | am
confident that Sankara Nethralaya will achieve even greater heights.

Thank you for being a part of our journey.

Warm regards,
Dr.T.S. Surendran
Chairman, Sankara Nethralaya



From the President’s Desk

Greetings from Sankara Nethralaya!

On the auspicious occasion of ‘Guru Purnima’, on behalf of my colleagues, |
bow before our Guru Dr SS Badrinath, all our teachers and countless patients
who have taught ophthalmology, humility, empathy and patience.

SN has been abuzz the past quarter with events, projects and accolades.

. | One such event which would have made Chief extremely satisfied was the

\\‘ launch of our 3rd Mobile Eye Surgery Unit (MESU) at Telangana. This in April
and project has hit cruise mode right from the 1st camp and | am happy to
state that we would be completing 1000 successful high precision cataract surgeries this week. SN USA
has been pillar of support for our MESU program across all 3 units. In recognition of his sterling
leadership which has helped SN USA spread its footprints across the length and breadth of USA and
garner donations for SN community program, the Board of MRF conferred the ‘Sankara Ratna’ award to
ShriBala Indurti.

Donors have been the backbone of SN's community outreach. Joining hands with the Agasthya Trust we
will commence the construction of a 60K sq. ft facility at Tondiarpet. Foundation stone was laid by Hon.
CM of TN, Shri MK Stalin while the Bhoomi Puja was performed by His Holiness Shri Vijayendrasaraswati
Swamigal. The Academic block will be commissioned in the 2nd phase of construction. The Elite School
of Optometry and The Sankara Nethralaya Academy will have a state of art facility to foster research and
innovation in Visual Science.

Accolades for the institute and the consultants are testament to our commitment to top notch clinical
care supported by cutting edge technology and competent workforce. Upgraded and expanded
Modular OT complex, renovated auditorium facility and repurposed OPD floors will provide world class
experience for our discerning patrons.

We shall continue to walk on the path shown by our Guru. That in essence is SN.

Dr Girish Rao
President
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SANKARA NETHRALAYA - THE NEXT BIG STEP:

Bhoomi Pooja Ceremony Held for New
Agastya TNK Family Sankara Nethralaya
Branch in Tondiarpet

Sankara Nethralaya is set to expand our services with &
the establishment of a new branch in Tondiarpet,
Chennai. The new facility, named Agastya TNK Family -
Sankara Nethralaya, aims to cater to the growing
demand for quality eye care in the region. The Bhoomi
Pooja ceremony for the upcoming facility was held on
June 16, 2024. The event was graced by the presence

b

Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal, who blessed the ﬁ 1

of His Holiness Jagadguru Pujyashri Shankara

occasion and the future endeavors of the hospital.

Prominent officials from the Medical Research
Foundation family, including Mr. G Ramachandran,
Honorary Secretary of the Medical Research
Foundation, Dr. Girish Shiva Rao, President and
Executive Medical Director of Sankara Nethralaya, Dr.
T. S. Surendran, Chairman of Sankara Nethralaya, and
Mr. Kannan Narayanan, Honorary Treasurer of Medical "
Research Foundation attended the ceremony. )




Sankara Nethralaya Honoured
Atlanta-based Engineer Mr. Bala Reddy Indurti with Sankara Ratna Award

Atlanta-based engineer and the President of
Sankara Nethralaya USA, Mr. Bala Reddy Indurti
was awarded with the Sankara Ratna Award - 2023
on May 25, at Shri. VD Swami Auditorium, Sankara
Nethralaya Dr. S. S. Badrinath Campus, College
Road, Chennai.

Mr. Bala Reddy Indurti, an alumnus of Jawaharlal
Nehru Technological University, Hyderabad
(JNTU), and the University of Texas, has channelled
his professional success into passionate social
work. As the President of Sankara Nethralaya USA,
Mr. Indurti increased the organization’s footprint
by establishing numerous chapters across the
United States. His notable ‘Adopt a Village'
initiative enabled Indian expatriates to sponsor
Mobile Eye Surgical Units (MESU) in their ancestral
villages in India, delivering essential eye care to
underserved communities.

The ceremony had Gagandeep Singh Bedi,
Additional Chief Secretary to the Government,
Health and Family Welfare Department,
Government of Tamil Nadu presenting the award.
Former India cricketer Ambati Rayudu served as
the guest of honour. The event also saw the
presence of several dignitaries including former
Sankara Ratna recipient and acclaimed Tamil
movie director S. P Muthuraman, Justice Prabha
Sridevan (Retd.), and Dr. V. Thirupugazh IA.S.
(Retd.). Honorary Secretory, Medical Research
Foundation, G Ramacharndran, Sankara
Nethralaya's President Dr. Girish Shiva Rao,
Chairman Dr. T. S. Surendran, and Honorary
Treasurer Mr. Kannan Narayanan graced the
occasion.
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Kanmanigalin Kangal: Celebrating Survivorship of Retinoblastoma

On May 15, 2024, survivors of retinoblastoma,
their parents, consultants, and staff of Sankara

Nethralaya gathered for the "Kanmanigalin

Kangal” event. The day-long event, organized by
Dr. Suganeswari Ganesan, aimed to empower
survivors, raise awareness, and provide guidance
on managing retinoblastoma. Esteemed guests
including Padma Shri Ramesh Krishnan and Dr.
Preetha Reddy participated in the event, which

featured cultural activities, enlightening speeches,

and a celebratory lunch.

Sankara Nethralaya Leads the Fight

Against Retinopathy of Prematurity (ROP)
at 6th Retina Summit 2024

The 6th Retina Summit 2024 and 8th iROP Annual
Meeting took place from July 11 to 13, 2024, at the
Shri V. D. Swami Auditorium, Sankara Nethralaya,
Dr. S. S. Badrinath Campus, Nungambakkam,
Chennai. This event brought together over 250

delegates and featured presentations and panel
discussions by 50 Indian and international experts
focusing on the management of Retinopathy of
Prematurity (ROP). Distinguished dignitaries such
as Dr. E. Theranirajan, Dean MMC & RGGGH, Dr.
Rema Chandramohan, Director ICH, Dr. Chandra
Kumar, Project Director TNBCS, Dr. Mohan Rajan,
Chairman Rajan Eye Hospital, Dr. Rajvardhan Azad,
President i-ROP Society and APAO, Dr. Thangerani
Raajaseharan, Director RIO-GOH, Dr. Pramod
Bhende, Director of VR Services at Sankara
Nethralaya, and Dr. Anand Vinekar, Hon Secretary

of i-ROP Society, graced the summit with their
presence.



Expert-Led “Fracture Repair and Clinical Tips” CME Held at Sankara Nethralaya

On June 23, 2024, Sankara Nethralaya, hosted the
“Fracture Repair and Clinical Tips Under Real
Experts” event at the Jayshree Venkatraman
Auditorium at the Sri A Sivasailam Block, JKCN
Complex. The program, designed to share
valuable insights and practical knowledge on
fracture repair, attracted an impressive lineup of
medical professionals and eager participants.

Maha Periya Jayanthi Celebrated at
Sankara Nethralaya

The auspicious occasion of Maha Periyava Jayanthi
was celebrated by the Sankara Nethralaya family
and devotees of Paramacharya on June 7, 2024 at
the Sri V. D. Swami Auditorium at Sankara
Nethralaya’s Padma Bhushan Dr. S. S. Badrinath
campus. The chief guest, Shri. Ganesa Sarma, an
Upanyasam exponent, shared personal anecdotes
and legendary stories of His Holiness Sri Maha
Periyava, leaving the attendees in a state of
spiritual elation.

Bust of Padma Bhushan Dr. S.S. Badrinath
Unveiled at Sankara Nethralaya's Jaslok
Community Ophthalmic Center

On May 18, 2024, Sankara Nethralaya unveiled a
bust commemorating the visionary leadership of
Dr. S.S. Badrinath at the Jaslok Community
Ophthalmic Center, Chennai. The event, graced by
Mr. Jagadish M Chanrai, Board Member of the
Medical Research Foundation and Founder and
Trustee of Mission for Vision, honored the
enduring impact of Dr. Badrinath’s work.
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Group Activities as Therapy for Preschool
and School-going Children at the Vision
Enhancement Clinic

On April 13, 2024, Sankara Nethralaya's Vision
Enhancement Clinic organized group activities for
children with multiple disabilities and CVI to

engage in therapeutic exercises and improve
social and communication skills.

World Myopia Awareness Week

From May 13 to May 18, 2024, the Pediatric
Ophthalmology and Optometry department, in
collaboration with Zeiss, organized a vibrant
competition aimed at raising awareness about
myopia. The event featured a drawing contest with
the theme "Favorite Outdoor Sports,” and
included a daily slogan initiative to educate the
community about the importance of eye health.

New Sky Lounge and Renovated
Auditorium Inaugurated at Sankara
Nethralaya

Sankara Nethralaya is delighted to announce the
inauguration of the Sky Lounge, a new dining area,
on July 9, 2024. The lounge is located on the 8th

floor of the KNBIRVO Block at the Dr. S. S.
Badrinath Campus. This modern dining space

promises a refreshing experience for visitors, staff,
and guests, offering stunning views and a serene
atmosphere. In conjunction with the Sky Lounge,
the newly renovated Shri V. D. Swami Auditorium
was also unveiled. This state-of-the-art facility now
boasts cutting-edge features, enhancing its
capability to host conferences, seminars, and
events with improved audio-visual technology
and comfort.




Elite School of Optometry in Kolkata

Our next branch of the Elite School of Optometry is set to open in Kolkata. We have secured the

necessary affiliations, and classes are expected to commence in September. For now, the classes will be

held at our Sankara Nethralaya's New Town branch. However, in a couple of years, we plan to establish a

new building dedicated to the college, further enhancing our educational infrastructure and

commitment to nurturing the next generation of optometry professionals.

SWAN Souvenir Released

On May 21, 2024, Dr. T. S. Surendran, Chairman of
Sankara Nethralaya, released a souvenir
celebrating the contributions of the members of
the Sankara Nethralaya Women’'s Auxiliary
(SWAN). The souvenir highlights the tireless efforts
of SWAN members and provides an overview of
the hospital’s history and achievements, including
detailed information about the state-of-the-art
facilities available at Sankara Nethralaya.

SWAN Fundraising Event Showcased
Remarkable Talent of Physically
Challenged Artists

On June 2, 2024, the Sankara Nethralaya Women
Auxiliary (SWAN) hosted a successful fundraising
event at the Naradha Ghana Sabha in Chennai,
showcasing the remarkable abilities of physically
challenged dancers from the renowned group,
‘Miracle on Wheels." The event, attended by
several esteemed dignitaries, highlighted
inclusivity and empowerment, as the dancers
captivated the audience with their breathtaking

performances.
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AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

Sankara Nethralaya Honored with
Sri Sant Hirdharam Sewa Award at Vision 2020 Conference

The 18th annual conference of Vision 2020 was
held from July 5 to 7, 2024, at Christian Medical ] THE 18"

ANNUAL CONTJERENCE

College & Hospital, Ludhiana. The conference Qﬂ‘sﬂ’ﬂ%ﬁ;'pf“
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dedicated to eradicating preventable blindness y ; T s L

and enhancing eye care services globally. During
the event, the Sri Sant Hirdharam Sewa award was
awarded to Sankara Nethralaya for our innovative

eye care practices. Our Senior Consultant, Dr. RR
Sudhir, received the award on behalf of Sankara
Nethralaya.

Sankara Nethralaya Honored as Best Single Specialty Hospital with Over 200 Beds
at AHPI - Tamil Nadu Edition

Sankara Nethralaya was awarded the title of Best Single Specialty Hospital with over 200 beds at the
Association of Healthcare Providers India (AHPI) - Tamil Nadu edition. The award ceremony, held in
Madurai, recognized the hospital’s unparalleled dedication to providing top-notch ophthalmic services.

Governor of Tamil Nadu Felicitated Dr.
Jyotirmay Biswas on West Bengal State
Foundation Day

On April 13, 2024, Governor of Tamil Nadu Thiru R.
N. Ravi felicitated Dr. Jyotirmay Biswas, Director of
Uveitis & Ocular Pathology Department, Sankara

Nethralaya, on West Bengal State Foundation Day
at Raj Bhavan.




Dr. L Vijaya Delivered Thom Zimmerman
Memorial Lecture at 12th International
Congress on Glaucoma Surgery in Abu
Dhabi

From April 18 to April 20, 2024, Dr. L Vijaya,
Distinguished Senior Consultant at Sankara
Nethralaya, delivered the ‘Thom Zimmerman
Memorial Lecture’ at the 12th International
Congress on Glaucoma Surgery in Abu Dhabi.

Dr. Prema Padmanabhan Honored at International Ophthalmology Conference in
Chennai

Distinguished Senior Consultant Dr. Prema Padmanabhan was honored with the prestigious Dr. T.
Agarwal Gold Medal at the International Conference of Ophthalmologists. This event, organized by the
Indian Intraocular Implant and Refractive Society (IIRSI), took place in Guindy, Chennai, and drew around
4,000 ophthalmologists from 25 countries. The conference was inaugurated by the Acting Chief Justice
of the Madras High Court, marking the beginning of a series of enlightening sessions on the latest
advancements in ophthalmology.

Dr. Veena Baskaran Honored by ACOIN
for Community Service at International
Friendship Conference

On April 13-14, 2024, Dr. Veena Baskaran, Head of
the Department at Jaslok Community Ophthalmic
Centre, was honored by ACOIN (Association of
Community Ophthalmologists of India and Nepal)
for her outstanding community service at The

International Indo-Nepal Friendship Conference
held in Kathmandu.

Dr. Jaichandran VV Elected General nn‘\
Secretary of World Congress of v rr‘
Ophthalmic Anaesthesia 2028

On April 27, 2024, Dr. Jaichandran VV, Sankara
Nethralaya's Deputy Director of Anaesthesia, was

elected as the General Secretary of the World
Congress of Ophthalmic Anaesthesia 2028 during
the Annual General Meeting held in Sao Paulo,

Brazil.
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Available Now:
“Vizhikalil Oliyettrum Sankara Nethralaya”
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Receive your complimentary
copy of the book with a donation of

3600/- towards ANNADHANAM
for our Community Service Patients



Join our Mission for Vision

VR DONATION SCHEME &>
‘ l Sankara Nethralaya USA

Support Towards k"l:r’]‘gnr‘:t":n Rs.
One cataract surgery Rs.5,000
One major surgery like Glaucoma, Vitreoretinal, etc Rs.17,500
Mobile rural teleophthalmology camp (Per Day) Rs.25,000
Cost free eye screening of needy children in a rural school Rs.45,000
One cataract surgery, which will be performed annually on an indigent patient on a Rs.50,000

date specified by the donor.
The surgery will be performed for 12 years

One major surgery, like Glaucoma, Vitreoretinal, which will be performed annually on Rs.1,50,000
an indigent patient on a date specified by the donor.
The surgery will be performed for 12 years

Free services for one day (approximately 40 surgeries per day) Rs.2,00,000
Urban/Rural Comprehensive Eye Screening Camp Rs.3,00,000
MESU - Mobile Eye Surgical Unit. Hospital on wheels
MESU Adopt a village (Distance upto 200 km radius from Chennai) Rs. 10,00,000
MESU Adopt a village (Distance upto 300 km radius from Chennai) Rs. 12,50,000
MESU Adopt a village (Distance upto 500 km radius from Chennai) Rs. 15,00,000
Other donation schemes @ Sankara Nethralaya
Naming a work-up (optometry) Room Rs.10,00,000
Naming Consultant Room Rs. 15,00,000
Paediatric Treatment Any Amount
Corpus fund for community outreach programme Rs. 2,00,000

*Note: We have suggested the lowest amount for each procedure/programme though the operational costs are much higher.

Kindly draw your cheques in favour of “Medical Research Foundation”
Donations are exempt under Section 80G

For more details, contact
Ms. Kavitha B,
Manager, Resource Mobilization
Sankara Nethralaya
e-mail: donation@snmail.org | Ph: 044-28202448, 044-28271616 (extn - 1438)
Websites : www.sankaranethralaya.org | www.supportsankaranethralaya.org |
www.omlog.org, www.sankaranethralayausa.org




